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!We Have a Website !

*As promised, the Rectory Society’s
website is now up and running.
,Please do explore and provide
-comments and feedback. Itis your
| site and we want to give you those
rthings of most interest to you.

j WWW.rectorysociety.org.uk
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Those of our members who have not
f;’% seen the Rectory Society website may
g like to learn more about our trustees.
3

Chairman is Charles Moore , who
has been editor of The Spectator, the
Sunday Telegraph and the Daily
Telegraph. He now writes a weekly
column for both the Daily Telegraph
and The Spectator.

J. Scott Burns  is managing partner
of the London office of the US-
international law firm, Brown

Rudnick. He belongs to the Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island Bar
Associations and has interests in fine
arts and design.

The Rt.Hon the Lord Fellowes , GCB, GCVO,
QSO. PC, served three years in the Scots Guards
and 14 years in the City. Between 1977 and 1999 he
was successively Assistant, Deputy and Private
Secretary to H.M. The Queen. Since then he has
chaired Barclays Private Bank. He is married with
three children and lives in an old Vicarage in North
West Norfolk.

James Miller  was born in 1951 and spent his
childhood in a house that was formerly part of the
conventual buildings of St. Ethelberga’s foundation
at Bicester. After university he joined Sotheby’s
where he became head of the British Painting
department. He retired two years ago from
Sotheby’s, having been deputy chairman, and is now
an art consultant, researcher, writer and TV
presenter .

Amanda Ponsonby , MBE, has lived in an old rec-
tory for over 18 years with her husband, Rupert, and
three children. She is a founder member of The
Rectory Society.

$1

Charles Crosthwaite , Hon. Secretary, is a partner in
corporate finance work in the London office of Brown
Rudnick and has owned a former vicarage in London

Christine Bland , Membership Secretary and Newsletter
Editor, is a retired private secretary, brought up in
rectories and vicarages in Kent and Sussex.
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A Norfolk Rectory

Patron: Her Grace the Dowager Duchess of Devonshire

The Rectory Society
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Letter from our Chairman

Since we last communicated, the Society has taken off. Our inaugural visit, to
Sarsden Glebe and to the Old Vicarage, Kintbury, was hugely successful (see
report below). Indeed, the only problem is that they set a dauntingly high
standard!

The day provided an excellent combination of seeing, hearing,

learning, eating and meeting. We are particularly grateful to our hosts, the
Ponsonbys and the Harrises, for their generosity. They took the idea of
being open to the Society very seriously indeed, and let us inspect absolutely
everything.

Our patron, the Dowager Duchess of Devonshire, tells me how pleased she
was we visited Sarsden: she knew it well in her Gloucestershire childhood be-
fore the war. She says we must be sure to arrange a northern visit next year.
This we hope to do, and another southern one also.

Our day out also benefited from an outstanding talk, given on the coach, by
James Miller, former deputy chairman of Sotheby’s, writer and broadcaster,
on the history of the English rectory/vicarage. Members will be pleased to
know that, as a result of the day, James is preparing a proposal for a book on
the subject (no satisfactory one exists). In due course, he will very much want
members to contribute information to this enterprise. James Miller has kindly
agreed to join our board, which means we now have an expert in our
counsels.

We have also launched our website, thanks to the good work of Valerie
Humphrey. It will be the key to storing and exchanging information.

Our annual meeting will take place on Tuesday 29th January at St. George’s
Church, Hanover Square, London. The talk will be given by Lady Mary
Keen, the renowned designer of gardens and writer about them. She will
talk about the character of parsonage gardens. This time we shall have a
sound system installed.

I am very grateful to all our members for their support and enthusiasm. |
hope you feel your patience is beginning to be rewarded. Sign up again,
and invite your friends to do the same! A form for new members and
renewals of membership is enclosed.

Happy Christmas to you all. Whether or not you live in a rectory/vicarage,
you will know how to celebrate the feast.
Charles Moore

Stop Press: The Bishop of London, the Rt. Rev’d Ri  chard Chatrtres, has kindly
agreed to become our Ecclesiastical Patron.
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Even a wet start to the day
could not deter the fifty
members who met in
Oxfordshire for the first
Rectory Society tour on 20th
September. It was a
fantastic beginning for the

first of many trips to be
organised by the Society, and
it was most encouraging that
members came not just from
surrounding counties but from
as far afield as Devon,
Suffolk, Shropshire and
Sussex.

The day began at the

beautiful Sarsden Glebe,
owned by Rupert and Amanda
Ponsonby. This fascinating
Repton rectory was built in
1818 by the local squire for
the Rector and his wife (she
was the sister of the squire),
their eleven children and ten
servants.

After a short talk by Amanda
about the history, people were
free to wander around the
house, and, despite the

drizzle, to explore the garden.
During lunch, members were
found chatting away, making
new friends and exchanging
stories and pictures of their
own homes. Over coffee,
James Miller began his epic

talk about the history of
rectories (see above photo).

Bt 2 p.m. the coach had
arrived and the party set off
for Kintbury, in Berkshire.
James'’s talk continued on the
coach and he drew attention
to old vicarages in villages we
passed, including Burford,
Lechlade and Hungerford.

By the time the coach drew up
at the station in Kintbury, the
sun was shining and the
party wandered up the tow-
path along the Kennet canal
to the Old Vicarage owned by
Robert and Gill Harris. This
stunning vicarage, built in
1860 by Talbot Bury, has now
been beautifully and
sympathetically restored by
the Harrises. They both

talked briefly about their
home which Robert
humourously referred to as
‘the house that Hitler built’ as
it was purchased after the
success of his bestseller
Fatherland .

We also heard that the
previous vicarage at Kintbury
had been the home to the
fianc e of Jane Austen’s sister
Cassandra and that the
Austen family had regularly
stayed there and referred to it
in many letters.

After a sumptuous tea and a
chance to explore house and
garden, this lovely day drew

to a close.

Donhead House was the
rectory for Donhead St.
Andrew’s Church, until 1891
when the Rector, Horace
Chapman, converted to Rome
and his rectory to a private
house. He built a large
substitute rectory for St.
Andrew’s church in late
Victorian style and red
brick—the local vernacular
building material is Shaftes-
bury green stone of which
Donhead House is largely
made—so, a la mode? The
original rectory had been a
flat-fronted 'Queen Anne’
5-bay building with the
central bay incorporating a
main entrance door over
which remains a large tab-
let inscribed with * DEUS no-

bis haec Otia fecit” and, above

the first floor, a broken pedi-
ment.

In 1892 Horace Chapman,
who we understand had 7
daughters, extended the
original 18th Century build-
ing, probably using C.E.
Ponting as architect. The
extension was made to the
west with a range that dou-
bles the length of the south
front. Rainwater heads bear

1892 and 1893, suggesting the
date of the works.

One of Chapman’s daughters
married Edmund Allenby,
subsequently Lord Allenby,
who captured Jerusalem dur-
ing World War I.

T.E Lawrence’s biographer,
Jeremy Wilson, notes that
Lawrence acquired carpets for
Lady Allenby while she was

in the Middle East with her
husband and it is a curiosity
that her father’s stained glass
family shield in a window at
Donhead House bears the
same motto— Crescit sub
pondere virtus —as that of
Lawrence’s father (also
Chapman) - could Lady
Allenby and Lawrence have
known they were blood
relations?

The next owner of Donhead
House was James Pender, the
founder of Cable & Wireless.
He undertook a number of
works of aggrandisement’ and
is buried in St. Andrew’s
Churchyard in its only table
tomb.

The subsequent history of
ownership until 1968 is un-
clear to us, although we

know the house was used as a
recuperation hospital during
World War Il and was avail-
able to rent to Anthony Eden
for the year after Suez.

It was acquired as an
experimental farm and
training centre by Rank

Hovis McDougall in 1968
and sold on as a training
centre, without its land, to

The Brewers’ Society in 1969.
All above- ground floor level
rooms were partitioned to
make sleeping accommodation
for students and when we
bought the house from The
Brewers’ Society in 1990 we
were given keys to 35
bedrooms.

Happily, we found when
taking down the partitioning
(and other fitments such as
bars!) to turn the building
back into a private family
house, that the works by the
two preceding owners had not
damaged the original shape
and detail of the rooms to a
material extent.

Robert Macdonald
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| first encountered the English parsonage in all its gloriou s variety when | was researching for my
doctorate on Augustus Pugin five years ago. | wantedto s ee exactly how Pugin’s houses were different
from those that his contemporaries were designing, and sol  made a list, by ransacking Sir Howard
Colvin’s Biographical Dictionary of British Architects, of every single rectory and vicarage that went up
between about 1820 and 1840. | drew up a lengthy shortlis t and then spent a happy six weeks on the
road, both visiting the houses and inspecting the drawings  of others in county records offices.

What | soon discovered was that these houses provide a valuabl e insight into English architecture —

and for several reasons. The first is the tremendous wealth of  information that we have about them.
From 1811 the governors of Queen Anne’s Bounty, the Church of England fund intended to support the
poor clergy, offered mortgages to parsons who wanted to build a suitable residence at a time when there
was a severe shortage of appropriate accommodation. To receive fu nds, the parson’s architect was
required to submit a detailed set of plans, sections and eleva tions, and a specification, for approval by
the governors and the local bishop. The result is that we h  ave a treasure trove of historical documenta-
tion about the medium-size detached residences of the period that is quite unequalled by that for any
other building type.

The second reason why these houses are so fascinating is that they provide a running commentary on
one of the most interesting periods of English architecture:t  he point at which the Georgian building

with its symmetrical layout and facades turns into the g  uite different Gothic Revival house where every
room and every front is different. In 1838 parliament requ  ired almost every parish eventually to have

its own resident incumbent instead of a ‘squarson’, a gentl eman ecclesiastic who might well live far away
at his family seat while a badly paid curate performed hi s duties. So the number of new houses built in
the 1840s accelerated throughout the country, and from their ~ plans one can easily see how Pugin’s own
ideas took hold. Central halls, rambling layouts, dramat ic staircases, functional window arrangements
and, very often, the private oratory, take the place of the *  four up, four down’ houses of the previous era.

It has been a tremendous pleasure to meet the residents of these h  ouses during my travels: | reckon that
| have visited or seen the documents for nearly 300 of them. | haven't met a single resident who was not
proud of their home, and in completing my book— The English Parsonage in the Early Nineteenth

Century —I hope to have done justice to all of them. Thanks to generous sponsorship | have been able to
commission new photographs from Martin Charles, in my opini  on this country’s leading architectural
photographer, as well as including beautiful and fascina  ting archival drawings. The book will be
published next Spring by Spire Books in association with E  nglish Heritage.

The OId Vicarage, Stourpaine
Dorset
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In my talk to the Society, | was mad enough to
attempt the near impossible—a chronological history
of church houses from the Norman Conquest, “the
Great Build” to the 21st century “the Great Loss” in
an hour! In doing so | could not dodge that often un-
asked (but always hovering) question - why so many
names to cover these houses. Why rectories,
vicarages and parsonages (we will leave prebendals,
chantries etc. for another day) - what differences lie
between rectors, vicars and parsons? Why not just
one word for them and their houses?

As with so much in this country, the reason goes back
an extremely long way. The diversity of names has
remained unaltered despite the Oxford Movement,
the Glorious Revolution, the Protectorate and even
the Reformation. The origins of this diversity lie even
earlier than the Battle of Hastings.

First, let us park one nomenclature — parsons and
parsonages. In some ways this is the broadest term
although in buildings the name is the rarest of the
three. The word simply derives from the Latin
personai.e. person and is the umbrella word of the
holder of a benefice, which might be rector or vicar.
Parsons and parsonages emerge as a word in the 16th
Century but | have a fondness for the mid 19th
Century usage of the word when settlers stumbled
across a new breed of bird with dark plumage and
white neck feathers in New Zealand. They
“christened” it the parson bird — a name which has
stuck.

Rectors and vicars and, therefore, rectories and
vicarages, have, though, a very particular
connotation. Simply put, rectors, who lived in their
rectories, were the rulers of a benefice, whereas
vicars, in their vicarages, were vicarious clergy who
acted as substitutes for the rector. So, all parishes
should have rectors and potentially rectories and
some might have vicars/vicarages as well. Indeed,
some do. Burford does, through which Society
members passed on their trip from Sarsden to
Kintbury, and, what is more, they are both substan-
tial houses built within thirty years of each other at
the end of the 17th Century. But in reality, it is not
as straightforward as that: most parishes have only
one church house.

Rectors and rectories first emerge as part of the
parish system. Before the 8th Century the
administrative territory of ecclesiastical power in
England was the diocese — often huge and served by
itinerant priests from a cathedral. During the next

two hundred years, feudal lords established manors
with acknowledged boundaries i.e. parishes. As this
system developed, it became natural for these

landowners to build their own churches and
appoint their own priests. The idiosyncratic
English system of local churches/parishes was
born, with secular control of patronage and
buildings, and ecclesiastic control in the hands of
the local bishop. This dual system of church and
state not only survived the Norman Conquest,
celebrated in the Domesday Book, but has
continued to be the basis of the church in rural
England. The arrival of the Normans simply saw
both secular and religious governance tightened,
and it is interesting that in 1102 Archbishop
Anselm made it obligatory for the landowners to
build proper houses for priests in new parishes
before a new church could be consecrated.
Rectories, in all but name, were therefore in being
by the 10/11th Centuries.

So why vicarages? In part they and their vicars
are the consequence of the success of the system.
For the rector not only had the right to his house
but also to his farmland, the glebe, and to the
tithes (a tax on one-tenth of the produce of the
community including cattle, sheep, pigs, cereal
crops, fruit, eggs and fowl). This meant that in a
large and prosperous parish, and parishes were
not of equal size, that some rectors grew rich and
could afford to pay for a substitute or vicar to
carry out the daily work. That priest might have
use of the rectory or might find himself living in
another building—the vicarage. Some parishes
were perpetually looked after by vicars, often
when the right of appointment had been
bequeathed by the local landowner to a
monastery. The latter would keep the major part
of the parish revenue and appoint vicars to carry
out priestly duties. The dissolution of the monas-
teries did nothing to change this system except
that the appointments of priests and the revenues
from tithes passed from ecclesiastic to secular
patrons.

Thus this dual system of rectories and vicarages
has passed almost seamlessly from the early me-
dieval period to today. It has become so much
part of the religious geography of this country
that the question of what is the difference has
almost become embarrassing to ask. Do we not
all know why there are rectories and vicarages?
The answer in my case is that | certainly did not
until I was asked to give the talk to the Rectory
Society.
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The 2008 Annual General
Meeting will take place at St.
George’s Church, Hanover
Square, London, by kind
permission of the Rector and
Churchwardens, on Tuesday
29th January at 7.00 p.m.

Our keynote speaker this year

will be Lady Mary Keen,

renowned gardener, designer

and writer, who will speak

about the character of

parsonage gardens. Often,

the gardens of our country’s | &= S
clergy buildings are as

interesting as the buildings

themselves and her talk will

be an opportunity to explore sound system will also be form to our Membership Secretary,
this interesting topic. used this year, as hearing Mrs Christine Bland (details on the

. the speakers was slightly back page). Members will be admit-
After the meeting and lecture challenging last year. ted free of charge and a contribution

there will be a glass of wine
and an opportunity to chat
with fellow members. A

of £10 is being asked from non-

If you would like to attend, members to help cover the costs.

please return the enclosed

! 673 1+, 8 /78389: 8 1;98<1+ 28
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It is that time of year again! Membership of the Rectory Society is annual and runs from
January to December.

Joint membership (two members at the same address) will be £3 0 and single membership
£25. This includes our thrice-yearly newsletter, lectures,  events and activities.

A renewal letter and form are enclosed with this newsletter or you may join on line at
www.rectorysociety.org.uk . Should you need an additional form, they may also be
obtained by contacting our Membership Secretary (see p.8) . If you were looking for a
special gift for a friend or relative who may live inarec  tory or vicarage, membership
would make the ideal present!

Please do continue to be a part of the Rectory Society family. ~ We are just getting started
and we need your support to continue to grow.

The Old Rectory in North Wootton was gifted to the Church in the 1870s by Lady Mary Howard,
who lived in the then recently extended building as a dower h  ouse on the Howard Estate. The
Howard family came into possession of the Estate in 1544 (t he reign of Henry VIII) including

Castle Rising, which is still in the possession of the fam ily today. The Rectory in 1870 was created
in stages from a much older building. The original part, which is still standing, was built in 1645.

It was a typical house for the area, the family living in a large open upper floor with animals and
store on the lower floor. The lintel for large opening doors is s till in place, although no longer load-
bearing.

In the late Georgian period, the building was extensively rem  odelled with at least two larger
reception rooms being added and the upper floor remodelled. This more substantial house was
further modified in the 1870s (presumably by Mary Howard) with the addition of a large drawing
room, a further reception room and appropriate development of the u  pper floor. The building was
sold by the Church in 1957, since when it has been in pr ivate ownership.
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The Research and Recording and, where possible, how they  For information please contact:
Group of the above Trust are are today.

about to begin a project of
looking into the gardens of
rectories, vicarages and par-
sonages in Yorkshire from
1700-1950. This will be both
from an historical perspective

Mrs Valerie Hepworth ,
Yorkshire Gardens Trust was Yorkshire Gardens Trust,
formed in 1996 and works to The Manor House, Skeeby,
conserve and foster this Richmond, North Yorkshire
garden heritage for the DL10 5DX
benefit of present and future

generations Val@skeeby.fsnet.co.uk




